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FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THEOPHILUS. 
( From the Christian Observer.) 


YOU have complied with my 
wishes, by publishing the account 
of my visit to Theophilus. In 
the persuasion that every impor- 
tant occurrence in the life of 
such a character, cannot fail to 
afford instruction and entertain- 
ment to many of your readers, I 
now send you some further anec- 
dotes respecting him. 

Let me first,~ however, pre- 
mise, that the flattering hopes 
which we entertained of his re- 
covery were not disappointed ; 
ina few days after the dispatch 
of my former narrative, we had 
the satisfaction to see him restor- 
ed to our prayers in perfect 
health. The news of a national 
victory would scarcely have dif- 
fused more joy in the little circle 
of his friends and admirers. 

When Theophilus succeeded 
to the estate which he now en- 
joys, he found a living attached 
to it, in the possession of a cler- 
gyman, who was beloved by his 
parishioners, and generally es- 
teemed for his piety and benevo- 
lence. The opinion entertained 
of him did not exceed his merits, 
and Theophilus wa 
discover in him, a m 
ed manners and elega 
tion, learned, judi ciol 







ligent, and he courted an dc- 
quaintance with him, which was 
soon improved into an intimacy. 

At this period, the religious at- 
tainments of Theophilus were of 
a standard little superior to what 
mine were when I lately entered 
his house. _In the course of his 
education at school and the uni- 
versity, he had gone through the 

usual routine of religious instruc- 
hy but the seed was sown a- 
mong thorns, and the pleasures 
of this world, ‘the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in, had choked 
the word, and it had become un- 
fruitful.” He attended, indeed, 
the service of the church with 
considerable regularity, but rath- 
er for the sake of shewing an ex- 
ample of decent conformity than 
from conviction, or an anxiety to 
improve. An affecting occur- 
rence which happened about six 
months after he had taken pos- 
session of his estate, gave a new 
and profitable turn to his tho’ts 
and views. 

The wife of the rector, and 
mother of four children, ditd, 
after an illness of only a few 
days: Theophilus had too much 
feeling and humanity not to be 
deeply affected at this event, and 
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he only waited, aecording to the 
established etiquette, until the 


funeral had taken place, to offer. 


his personal condolence to his 
friend. Judge of his surprise, 
when, on the Sabbath following 
the death of the lady, and the day 
after her interment, he saw the 
rector enter the church, with a 
depressed but composed counte- 
nance, and with a firm but sub- 
missive voice heard him perform 
his ministerial functions. The 
discourse which he addressed to 
his congregation, naturally hada 
reference to his own situation ; 
it was pathetic, solemn, and im- 
pressive : one passage in it, 
which was committed to writmg 
at the time, with tolerable accu- 
racy, by a sensible parishioner, 
has been communicated to me, 
and was nearly in the following 
terms. 

‘You see me, my brethren, 
with the characters of grief upon 
my countenance ; they are deep- 
ly engraven in my heart. To 
lose a wife, an amiable, beloved 
wife, the tender mother and kind 
protector of four dear children, 
is no trivial sorrow ; but I should 
be ashamed to appear before you, 
- if, upon this trying affliction, I 
were to belie the doctrines which 
Ihave taught. I sorrow, but 
not as one without hope; I 
know in whom I trust, and I feel 
his divine support on the present 


occasion; it is that alone which 


enables me thus to address you. 
Had I sought for consolation in 
that worldly wisdom, which men 
call philosophy, I should not 
have found it; I should have 
sunk under the calamity which 
has befallen me; but the gospel 
teaches me that the afflictions 
which Christians suffer here, 
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while they are the deserved pun. 
ishment of their sins, are also in- 
tended to purify their faith, and 
to prepare them for the enjoy- 
ment of that eternal happiness 
which Christ has purchased for 
them by his death. In all the 
dispensations of the Almighty, 
justice and mercy, where there is 
room for mercy, are ever united ; 
not are any of the afflictions to 
which a believer in Christ is ex- 
posed, without abundant sources 
of consolation. Such an one 
knows that whom God loveth he 
chasteneth ; and while, therefore, 
he considers his sufferings as the 
effect of his sinfulness, and hum. 
bles himself under them ; he re- 
= them also as proofs of the 
ove of his Creator, who is thus 
weaning him from earthly at- 
tachments. Feeling that ‘ trib- 
ulation worketh patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience 
hope,” he says in his heart, it is 
good for me to be afflicted, and 
he resigns himself to the disposal 
of his heavenly Father, in the 
hope of eternal life thro’ Christ, 
a hope which elevates him be- 
yond the limits of the world and 
time. 

«¢ When the Christian also calls 
to mind the sorrows and agonies 
of his dying iedeemer, and 
whilst he contemplates, with un- 
utterable gratitude, the stupen- 
dous display of divine love, in the 
atoning sacrifice of the Son of 
God, then is his burden lghten- 
ed, and his tongue instinctively 
exclaims in the language of in- 
spiration—“‘ The Lord gave, the 
Lord h aken away, blessed 
be the f the Lord.” 

: yself, why should I 
tause the dear object 
ly affection has. en- 








grie 


of my 














gf: re me oc 








Sa eae TS ~~ 


ct 





1810.] 


tered into the joy of the Lord ? 
for such is the blessed confidence 
with which her faith in him has 
inspired me. No, my dear 
friends, though I am deprived of 
a companion in whose society I 
enjoyed all the happiness, which 
this world can afford, though my 
children have lost a most affec- 


‘tionate endearing parent, yet my 


sorrow is well nigh absorbed in 
the thought of the happiness 
which she now enjoys. I derive 
support and consolation from the 
confidence I feel, that the Lord, 
in whom she trusted, has taken 
her to himself, and from the hope 
that through faith in him I shall 
again see her a purified saint, in 
the company of my ever blessed 
Redeemer.” 

This was a scene to which few 
persons present had ever witness- 
ed a parallel, and for which The- 
ophilus was wholly unprepared ; 
his admiration Was equal to his 
surprise ; he knew the rector to 
possess more than a common 
share of sensibility, and that the 
warmest affection had ever sub- 
sisted between him and his wife. 
The style of the discourse, the 
tone and manner in which it was 
delivered, and the unimpeached 
integrity of the preacher, did not 
suffer him to entertain a doubt 
respecting the sincerity of his re- 
signation, and he felt all the force 
of the example, although he then 
was by no means qualified to ap- 
preciate the value of the princi- 
ples which had inspired it. 

Theophilus was too much af- 
fected by what he had seen and 
heard, to accost the rector after 
the services of the church were 
finished, but he visited, 
the next day, and th 
asin all his subseqw 
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views, found his conversation and 
deportment in exact correspon- 
dence with the doctrines which 
he publicly taught. The weight 
of such an example was hardly 
to be resisted by any mind sus- 
ceptible of piety or sensibility ; 
and Theophilus was led by it ine 
to a train of reflection, upon the 
power of that religion which 
could support human nature un- 
der the deepest calamity ; and 
he justly concluded, that if it 
were founded on substantial evi- 
dence, the consolation which it 
inspired was no less rational than 
solid. He saw clearly that the 
topics of condolence and resigna- 
tion, suggested by philosophy, 
were neither sound in principle 
nor efficient in practice, and that 
the frame of mind which they 
were calculated to produce was 2 
sullen, rather than a rational ace 
quiescence: whilst christianity, 
on the contrary, inculcated sub- 
mission without extinguishing 
feeling, and, by the views and 
hopes which it inspired, satisfied 
the reason whilst it alleviated the 
distress of the afflicted. He de- 
termined, therefore, to peruse the 


scriptures with patient unpreju- 


diced attention. 

Theophilus, with whom I have 
frequently conversed on the in- 
teresting subject of .the progress 
of his religious convictions, has 
confessed to me, that although 
he immediately discovered, in the 
code of revelation, a system of 
morality, equally pure, rational, 
and sublime, founded on the just- 
est conceptions of the Supreme 
Being and the nature of man, and 
adapted to all people of every 
country and condition, it was 
long before he rightly under- 
stood, and cordially and practi. 








































Stent 
aad yee 


Further Account 


cally embraced the fundamental 
and peculiar truths of Christian- 
ity ; the ruin of the world by sin, 
its redemption by the atonement 
of a crucified Savior, and the 
sanctifying influence of the Holy 
Spirit. The truth was, as he 
now acknowledges, that he de- 
pended too much upon himself, 
and had overlooked the necessity 
of prayer for the Divine assist- 
ance to enlighten his understand- 
ing and purify his heart ; hence 
it was that he perused the Scrip- 
tures rather as a code of ethics 
than a revelation, which taught 
him the alienation of man from 
God, and the means of bis recon- 
ciliation with his offended Maker 
and Judge. 

But the pious rector, with 
whom he now constantly associ- 
ated, pointed out his errors, and 
taught him to renounce ajl de- 
pendance upon himself for spiri- 
tual improvement, and to trust 
in him alone who is’the author of 
every good and perfect gift, so- 
liciting his aid by fervent and 
frequent prayer. Theophilus 
most readily submitted to his in- 
struction, and being by di- 
vine grace gradually ‘enabled to 
perceive the grand display of 
heavenly mercy in the redemp- 
tion of man, embraced with ar- 
dor the gracious invitation of an 
silmighty Savior. 

This worthy clergyman is now 
no more; he died about ten 
years ago, and Theophilus, who 
can scarcely mention his name 
without a tear, has since his death 
jiberally maintained his children. 
They are placed under the care 
of a pious relation in another 
county ; and Theophilus, who 
has undertaken to provide for 
cheir temporal welfare, has made 


of Theophilus. (Aue. 
a particular bequest in his will 
for this purpose, lest he should 
not himself survive to fulfil his 
engagement. 

Theophilus having deliberate- 
ly adopted the religion of Jesus, 
determined, in humble,depen- 
dance on divine support, to act 
up both to the letter and spirit of 
it. His first endeayor was to 
correct himself, and to bring his 
mind under subjection to the 
gospei; and as he was sensible 
of the natural impetuosity of his 
temper, as well as of other irreli- 
gious propensities, he labored in- 
cessantly to subdue them. ‘The 
instruction of his family became 
an object of his early and serious 
attention ; he was aware both of 
the obligation of performing this 
duty, and of the inhumanity of 
neglecting it. By degrees he 
extended his care to his depend- 
ants and neighbors, and his libe- 
rality, which was now under the 
direction of his piety, aided the 
influence of his exertions. His 
progress was opposed by many 
obstacles, but he was not deter- 
red by them from perseverance. 
The obnoxious epithet of Meths- 
dist was applied to him, and his 
gay friends amused themselves 
with impotent and profane jokes 
upon his conversion. He had ig- 
norance perpetually, and malice 
and ingratitude frequently, to 
contend with ; but these impedi- 
ments, instead of inducing him 
to relax his efforts, stimulated 
him to redouble them, and he 
had the happiness, in many in- 
stances, to find them crowned 
with success. I shall not enlarge 
upon a subject which has been so 
amply detailed in my former 
narrativégewaind which describes 
Theophiltls'as he now is; but | 
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have learned one anecdote, of 
his conduct, which so strongly 
marks his principles and good 
sense, that I cannot deny my- 
self the pleasure of relating it. 
There never was a period in 
which it waS more necessary to 
enforce the example which it in- 
culcates. 

A short time before*the death 
of his pious instructor, a recruit- 
ing party took up its.quarters in 
a small town at no great distance 
from the residence of Theophi- 
lus. The commanding officer, a 
young man of family and fash- 
ion, had contrived a plan for se- 
ducing the daughter of a farmer, 
a tenant of Theophilus, who was 
apprised of the scheme just in 
time to prevent the ruin of the 
girl, On this occasion he wrote 
a letter of expostulation to the 
officer, which the other resented 
as an insult, and brutally chal- 
lenged him. Theophilus declin- 
ed the defiance without hesita- 
tion, and addressed a second letter 
of remonstrance and admonition 
to the officer, which produced an 
insulting and abusive reply. ‘The 
report of this transaction was 
circulated much to the prejudice 
of my friend, and, as usually 
happens in such cases, with ma- 
ny circumstances which were 
wholly unfounded, and which 
Temained for a time uncontra- 
dicted ; for Theophilus, satisfied 
with having performed his duty, 
was silent on what had passed, 
from a principle of Christian 
‘orbearance to the officer who 
had insulted him, although he 
was, at the same time, fully a- 
ware of the consequences that 
micht attend his refusal of a 
challenge. tet: 

About a fortnight after this 


he 


Further Account of Theophilus. . 229 


occurrence, Theophilus was pre- 
sent at a numerous meeting of 
the gentlemen of the county, a 
few of whom had adopted strong 
prejudices against him on no oth- 
er grounds than because the in- 
variable rectitude of his conduct 
furnished a perpetual contrast to 
their irregularities. He remark- 
ed, what he had been prepared 
to expect, a cold formality and 
reserve in their reception of him, 
little short of incivility. After a 
moment’s deliberation, he re- 
quested their attention, explained 
all the circumstances of the trans- 
action, Which had led to a cor- 
respondence with the officer, and 
addressed them in terms to the 
following purport : 

‘‘T have been given to under- 
stand, what it would pain me 
much to believe, that my refusal 
of a challenge has depreciated 
my character in the estimation 
of some to whom I have the hon- 
or to speak. I know that, even 
by the laws of honor, I was not 
bound to meet. my challenger ; 
but I dare not take refuge irom 
reproach in such a plea. No, 
gentlemen, I am called upon 
publicly to avow, that in declin- 
ing the challenge sent to me, I 
acted from a superior motive; 
from obedience to the law of 
God, which admits of no com- 
promise with the rules of honor. 
The Master whom I profess to 
serve, not only requires my obe- 
dience, but the avowal of my ai- 
legiance, and disclaims the hypo- 
critical service of a disciple, who 
is ashamed of the name of his 
Lord. I shall not expatiate on 
the absurdity, barbarity, ard ii- 
legality of dueiling : to a believ 
er in the doctrines of Christian- 
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ity, itis sufficient that the prac 
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tice is condemned by the positive 
command of the Almighty— 
Thou shalt do no murder,’ —= 
and that it is opposed not only 
by the letter, but by the whole 
spirit of our holy religion, the 
essence of which is love to God 
and man. ‘These are the princi- 
ples upon which I have acted, 
and to which, by God’s assist- 
ance, I am determined ever to 
adhere, through honor and dis- 
honor, through evil report and 
good report. Eternity is of too 
serious importance to be staked 
against the opinion of the world ; 
and professing to fear him wha 
ean destroy both body and soul 
forever, I dare not offend him 
by the deliberate commission of 
a crime, which may send me ora 
fellow-creature uncalled into his 
presence, with the dreadful con- 
sciousness of wilful sin, which 
cannot be repented of,” 

This address, of which I am 
enabled only to give you an im- 
perfect sketch, was heard with 
great surprise, but with an effect 
much co the credit of those to 
whom it was offered. It was 
well known, that at no very dis- 
tant period, Theophilus would 
not have declined a challenge, 
and those who were disposed to 
attribute his new principles to a 
methodistical bias, could not re- 
fuse their applause to his manly 
avowal of them, whilst all con. 
curred in approving that conduct 
which had exposed him to the 
insult of an unprincipled liber- 
tine. Some of the company did 
not hesitate to express an unqua!- 
ified approbation of his behavior, 
and an old and respectable di- 
vine spoke with enthusiasm in fa- 
vor of it, as affording an exam- 

under similar circum- 
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stances, all were bound to imi- 
tate, at the hazard of their im. 
mortal souls. 

I now revert to myself. The 
period of my residence with The. 
ophilus is nearly expired, and in 
a few days I must leave my in. 
valuable friend and benefactor, 
and return once more to the mix. 
ed society of the world. Iam 
too well acquainted with the 
power of long established habit 
not to feel some apprehension of 
danger from the temptations to 
which I may be exposed, on_re- 
visiting the scenes of my former 
dissipation. Of all my life, I 
can only reckon the last six 
months as in any degree devoted 
to God, and to the care of my 
own soul, and [I feel therefore 
my want of constant aid from the 
society, encouragement, and ex. 
ample of those, who live by the 
rules of the gospel, This aid I 
am not to expect from my old 
friends and associates. My new. 
ly acquired principles are, F trust, 
too firmly fixed, to be shaken by 
ridicule or sarcasm; on this ac- 
count I have nc alarms; but 
what I most dread is the conta- 
gious influence of the society of 
those, who, though not professed 
infidels, and even nominal Chris- 
tians, live without Ged in the 
world. The danger of such a 
society is the greater because it 
is not as much suspected as it 
ought to be, and there is a natur- 
al tendency to accommodate our- 
selves to the dispositions and con- 
versations of those with whom 
we associate, particularly when 
we are not disgusted by open 
profaneness, immorality, or in- 
delicacy. Our principles 2:e 
thus gradually undermined, for 
want of due care to invigorate 
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and confirm them; for the daily 
recurrence of frivolous and world- 
ly conversation naturally tends 
to produce idle habits of think- 
ing, and in time; if not counter- 
acted, to annihilate the very 
power of serious reflection and 
meditation. 

I have explained my apprehen: 
sions to Theophilus, who is pleas- 
ed to find that I entertain them ; 
he tells me to be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his 
might, praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the 
spirit, for the support of divine 
grace. He has promised to write 
to me frequently, and to intro- 
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duce me to the acquaintance of a 
most respectable clergyman in 
London, as well as of another 
friend of his, with an assurance 
that I may depend on their as- 
sistance and advice, in whatever 
relates to my spiritual concerns. 
I shall leave him with unfeigned 
regret, but with this consolatory 
hope, that a few months will ena- 
ble me to finish the business 
which calis me to the metropo- 
lis, and that I may then return 
to his society ; for the benefit I 
have already derived from which 
I most devoutly return thanks to 
God. 
Epwarp Asiaticvs. 
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A Sabbath Evening’s Conversation, 
beteuvcen Theophilus and Demas. 


Theoph. 1 was very sorry, 
neighbor Demas, to observe, as I 
was feturning from public wor- 
ship to-day, that you, and seve- 
tal of your workmen, were em- 
ployed in getting in wheat. 

Dem. True, I did get insome. 
The weather, you know, has 
been bad for several days; my 
gtain was all spoiling in the 
feld, and as this was a fine, 
bright day, I thought, that if I 
did not improve it, possibly I 
might lose the whole. I was 
Sorry that it happened so; for 
you know that I do not allow 
— to labor on the Lord’s 
ay. 

Zh. I had supposed that you 
did not; and, therefore, was 
both surprised and grieved. I 


was apprehensive that your ex- 
ample would have great influ- 
ence; and that many would be 
encouraged by it, to incur the 
guilt of sabbath-breaking. But, 
do you suppose that you was do- 
ing right ? | 

Dem. I thought that I was, at 
the time; nor dol, as yet, see 
any reason to alter my opinion, 

#4. Does not God, in the in- 
stitution of the sabbath, express. 
ly forbid all kinds of labor on 
that day ? 

Dem. Very true. But then, 
you know, that works of necessi- 
ty have always been admitted as 
an exception ; and I considered 
it to be a work of necessity to 
preserve my grain. 

Zh. What is a work of neces- 
sity ? May not every one, who is 
inclined to labor on the Lord’s 
day, justify himself by saying, 
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that he considers it to be a work 
of n&cessity ? 

Dem. Ithink not. I would 
not, on any account, go to chop- 
ping, or ploughing, or any such 
labor, because | do not consider 
such to be necessary: but when 
considerable property is exposed 
to be lost, and can be saved only 
by laboring on the sabbath, such 
labor I consider as a work of ne- 
cessity. 
7h. If this, then, be the rule, 


by which to distinguish works of 


necessity, it will follow, I think, 
that it is justifiable to labor on 
the sabbath, whenever any thing 
can be saved by it. eighbor 
Crispus, the shoe-maker, whg 
generally works on this day, 
might justify himself by this rule : 
for his maxim, you know, is, 
that timeis money. He might 

, therefore, “‘ If I'am idle this 
day, I shall lose so much valua- 
b'e property : It is right, then, 
tor me to work and save it.” 

Dem. You misapprehend my 
meaning. I would not profane 
the Lord’s day foratrifle. You 
know, that I had a great quanti- 
ty of wheat out this morning ; 
and as I had so much exposed, i 
really thought it a duty to secure 
some of it, if I could. 

Th. It seems, then, according 
to your account, that the sabbath 
has its price. For a considera- 
ble sum you think it a duty to 
profane it.—If this be correct, it 
must be of some consequence to 
ascertain the precise quantity that 
must be exposed, in order to ren- 
der its preservation a necessary 
or justifiable labor. If you can 
find any rule, in scripture, appli- 
cable to this point, or, indeed, a- 
ny passage, which justifies us in 
laboring on the Lord’s day, for 
the sake of preserving property, 





fAus, 
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be it little or much, 1 could wish 
that you would point it out ; for 
it 1s something which I never, as 
yet, discovered. 

Dem. I do not, just now, re- 
collect any passage, which comes 
directly to this point. But then 
it appears to me, that this con- 
duct cannot be wrong. 

Zé. The occasion of its ap- 
pearing thus to you may possibly 
be, because you are under the 
influence of a worldly spirit, rath- 
er than a spirit of obedience to 
the divine commands. When I 
have been examining the Scrip- 
tures in relation to this point, I 
have found, that our Lord justi. 
fied his disciples in rubbing ears 
of corn, to get out the kernel to 
eat, when they were hungry, on 
the sabbath day; from which I 
conclude, that we are allowed to 
prepare the food, that is necessary 
on that day. I find, also, tha: 
our Savior healed the sick on the 
sabbath; from which I infer, 
that if it be needful to labor for 
their comfort, or restoration to 
health, we may doit. But! 
never found any thing, which 
appeared to give liberty to labor 
for the sake of preserving prop- 
erty. And I cannot but think, 
that the rule, which you have 
laid down, will not bear trying 
by the sacred scriptures. 

Dem. Well, I do not know 
but that I must give up this 
point ; but then, I think, that! 
can defend my conduct on ano- 
ther ground. It may be consid- 
ered as an act of mercy : for if | 
had not secured my grain, some, 
perhaps, might have suffered, or 
even died, for want of it, before 

the year came round ; and God 
says expressly, J will have merc! 
and not sacrifice. 























o> se peat OO 


CY 





”- . = 









































1810.] 


Th. Very true. But if this is 
applicable to your case, who is 
there, that might not justify la- 
boring on the Lord’s day, in his 
own case? For might not every 
one discover a possibility, that 
some dreadtul calamity might 
follow, it he were to neglect 
working on the sabbath ? 

Dem. 'Vhis, I must confess, is 
something, which I never thought 
of before. But would you have 
advised me to let so much grain 
stand, and be lost, when it is like 
to be so scarce, rather than secure 
it on the sabbath ? 

Ti. But how do you know, 
that it would be lost? Do you 
know, that to-morrow will not 
be as favorable for getting in 
grain as to-day has been? And, 
by laboring to-day, have you not 
distrusted divine providence ?— 
God says, Lf ye be willing and obe- 
dient ye shall eat the good of the land ; 
but you have said, I am afraid 
that I shali not eat of the good of 
the iand, unless I am disobedi- 


ent 
se 


Dem. Why, to confess the 
truth, I did not think much about 
being taken care of by Divine 
Providence. Had I thought 
much on this, and had much 
confidence in the promises, I 
think it probable e, that I should 
have let my grain stand as it was 
this morni ing, and trusted to hav- 
ing an Opportunity to secure it 
to-morrow, or some other day. 

7. Perhaps this fine day was 
Sent on purpose to try you, and 
me, and others. As though God 
had said, “In the midst of this 
bad season, I will send them a 
clear sabbath ; and then it will 
be seen, among those who pro- 
fess to have some regard to me, 
and to my commands, whose pro- 
2F 
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fession is so sincere, that it will 
bear trying.” Having put this 
purpose into éxecution, and look- 
ing down from above to see its 
effect, he says, ‘* There is De- 
mas. He will not bear trying. 
Weighing him in the balance, L 
find him wanting.” 

Dem. Why truly, neighbor, 
this is placing the subject ina 
more serious point of view, than 
I ever contemplated it before. 
I do not know, but that 1 have 
been discovering a very wrong 
State of mind. 

Th. I would wish to ask you 
a few serious questions, and hope 
you will answer them as s¢rious- 
ly. Are we not all dependant on 
a divine blessing, for all the good 
things that we possess ? 

Dem. I conclude that we are ; 
for if God were to withhold ei- 
ther rain or sunshine, the earth 
would yield us no increase. 

Tb. If, then, we are dependant 


.on a divine blessing, is it not 


much more likely that we shail 
receive it, if we are obedient to 
his commands, than if disobedi- 
ent ? 

Dem. conclude that it is. 

7%. Well, then, if you had 
observed this Lord’s day, as you 
are commanded, would it not 
have been more likely, that you 
would have received a blessing, 
than it nowis? The grain, which 
you have gotten in, may spoil in 
your mow, or be burnt up, or 
destroyed some other way. I 
could mention many instances, 
in which persons, by disregard- 
ng the sabbath, have lost much 
more, than they have saved.— 
and, indeed, many, in which 
they have lost their own lives, as 
a righteous judgment on their 
wickedness. 

oe 









Dem. Weil, I donot know, 
but that I have been acting a- 
gainst myself. If it were to do 
again, [ believe I should consider 
a little more seriously what I was 
about to do. 

74. I would ask again, whe- 
ther God does not know better 
than we do,.how much of this 
world’s goods it is best for us to 
possess ; and, also, whether it is 
best, that all, which he causes to 
be produced, should be preserv- 
ed? 

Dem. Undoubtedly he does. 

74. If, then, it be best that 
vour grain should be preserved, 
God would undoubtedly have or- 
dered it so, that you would have 
secured it, even had you kept this 
day with the greatest strictness. 
But, if it be not best thatthis grain 
should be preserved, what reason 
would you have had‘to complain, 
had it all spoiled in the field ? 

Dem. None, I must confess. 
T ought, I am sensible, to sithmit 
while doing what is required. 

Th. Thave often thought, that 
ti we habitually considered our- 
selves in the light of servants, as 
we really are, and all our posses- 
sions as being, in the strictest 
zense, our Master’s property, as 
is really the case, we should 
probably conduct more. wisely 
than we ordinarily do. Suppos- 
ing myself to be in this situation, 
entrusted with the care of a par- 
ticular enclosure, in which, at a 
certain time, there is a conside- 
rable quantity of grain ready to 
be taken into the barn, my mas- 
ter comes and says to me, “ For 
several days past you have been 
laboring hard; to-day you may 
rest and refresh yourself.” But, 
say I, had not I better take care, 
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in the first place, of the grain that 
is exposed in my enclosure ? My 
master replies; ‘* I know the sit- 
vation of that grain, and I will 
see to its being taken care of. It 
is my pleasure that, to-day, you 
should refresh yourself. If the 
grain is lost, the loss will not be 
yours, nor will any blame fall on 
you onthat account.” Having 
recéived this assurance, I should 
dismiss every anxious feeli.p», on 
account of the grain. Inasim- 
ilar manner our Master in heaven 
may be supposed to address us, 
on the commencement of the 
sabbath; ‘ You have now been 
laboring for six days ; to-day you 
may rest, and refresh yourselves 
with spiritual things.” But, say 
our carnal, selfish minds, there is 
this grain, that hay, or some oth- 
er thing, in an exposed situation ; 
had we not better take care of 
these things ? To this our Mas- 
ter may be supposed to reply, 
‘«‘T will take care of these things. 
Do you observe the intimations 
of my will. If these things are 
lost, what is it to you? They are 
not yours.” Now, I ask, should 
not this reply satisfy us, and in- 
duce us to wait, without any anx- 
iety, for such events, as he may 
see fit to order, while, at the 
same time, we conscientiously 
follow the directions which he 
has given ? 

Dem. thank you, neighbor, 
for your plain dealing. You 
have suggested many important 
considerations, which never oc- 
curred to my mind before. I 
see, I cannot justify my conduct, 
and I think, that, in future, I 
shall regard the sabbath mor? 
than I have done in time past. 

Heman:- 
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6 gE FASHIONETH THEIR HEARTS 
ALIKE. ?—Pealm 33. 15. 


A great similarity appears in 
the hearts of men in their native 
state. Many circumstantial dif- 
ferences may be found among 
them, which may be ascribed, 
principally, to a difference in ed- 
ucation, and to different stand- 
ings in life. The main bent, and 
temper of the heart, at least, as 
it respects the character, law, and 
government of the Supreme Be- 
ing, is, in all men, while in their 
native state, similar. Hence, in 
the scriptural portrait of man in 
his tallen state, every individual 
has lis native character delinea- 
ted. 

There is. also, a great similar- 
ity in the hearts of those, who by 
divine grace, have “ passed from 
death unto life.” Among these, 
there are many circumstantial dif- 
ferences. ‘“ Unto every one of 
us, is given grace, according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ.’ 

Not only, is there a similarity 
in the hearts of sinnérs, and in 
the hearts of Christians ; but there 
is, also, a similarity in different 
cases in the progress made by 
sinners, when passing from a 
state of security to a state of cone 
viction ; and in passing from a 
state of mere conviction to a state 
of unfeigned faith. On this prin- 
ciple, the scriptures exhibit bio- 
graphical sketches drawn from 
the sinner in his state of security, 
in his state of conviction, in his 
state of conversion, and in his 
subsequent state of piety. 

On the same principle, it may 
contribute to edification, and use- 
ful improvement, at this day, to 
delineate certain characters -in 
their different stages, from the 
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time of their native insensibility, 
until they arrive at a state of be- 
lieving. In this way, persons 
may be enabled to view the paths 
usually trodden by those, who, 
forsaking their state of bondage 
in spiritual Egypt, are making 
their way towards the promised 
land, even the New Jerusalem. 

The example, at present, to be 
improved, for this purpose, is that 
of Maria. 

Maria was born, and educated, 
in a family not distinguished for 
piety ; but rather, where the 
principles, and practice of reli- 
gion were rarely inculcated either 
by precept or example. She, of 
course, like many others in this 
giddy world, spent the first part 
of her life, until about seventeen 
years of age, without much 
thought or solicitude, with re- 
gard toa futurestate. At about 
this time, her mind was impress- 
ed with some serious concern for 
futurity. But this thoughtful- 
ness and anxiety soon wore away, 
** the fowls came, and devoured them 
up ;”? and she became as inatten- 
tive to religion, and as regardless 
of her own spiritual welfare as 
ever. When about twenty years 
of age, she sunk into a declining 
state of health. Jn the first part 
of her illness, having,a favoura- 
ble opportunity, I conversed with 
her, concerning a future state, 
endeavoring to impress her mind 
with some sense of her Situation, 
and danger. But she, at first, 
warded off all my attempts to ex- 
cite conviction in her mind, with 


‘this suggestion, and belief that 


she should soon, again, get well. 
My observations, however, a3 
she afterwards acknowledg- 
ed, gave her some uneasiness. 
They occasioned her to dread 
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my appearance. And some- 
times, she would hide herself 
from my sight, for fear that she 
should hear something about her 
soul, and another world. And 
if by any means she could divert 
serious conversation, and. intro- 
duce any thing facetious, exciting 
a smile, it would afford her much 
satisfaction, and delight. Thus 
she continued for some time. 
At length she had a brother seized 
violently sick, and was soon tak- 
en out of life. This was a very 
alarming providence, and calcu- 
lated to arrest the attention of her 
mind. ‘This seemed to affect her 
feelings, as it did, also, those of 
the rest of the family, for a while ; 
but being fully established in the 
belief that she should yet recover 
her health, her conscience was 
not yet, thoroughly awakened. 
Some few days, after this, she was 
taken more violently ill: and, 
she soon, upon this, became fully 
convinced in her own mind that 
she should never recover, but 
must die. This appears to have 
been the means of leading her, 
more seriously than before, to ex- 
amine the state of her own soul, 
and what must, probably, be her 
condition after death. Upon this, 
she was soon impressed with a 
very great concern for herself. In 
this situation she continued for 
several weeks. In this term I had 
frequent opportunities for conver. 
sation with her, and hearing her 
observations. She appeared so- 
licitous, beyond the power of her 
language to express, for mercy ; 
desiring every one who could 
pray, to pray for her poor soul. 
She appeared to imagine, that she 
had been so great a sinner, there 
was no mercy for her. On re- 
collecting how disobedient she 
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had been to parents, how she had 
profaned the sabbath, how see had 
neglected prayer, how she had 
misimproved all her precious 
privileges, and how she had re- 
proached, and despised religion, 
and christians, she would say, “ I 
have been so great a sinner, there 
can be nothing but wrath for 
me.’’——She frequently observed, 
when looking forward into a fu- 
ture state, that it appeared so 
dark that she could almost feel 
the darkness. She frequently ex- 
pressed a conviction that it would 
be perfectly just in God, if he 
should cast her off forever. Still, 
the idea of being cast off was in- 
supportable. Therefore, with the 
greatest anxiety, would she ‘im. 
portune all christians to pray that 
she might find mercy. This was 
the principal subject of her tre- 
quests. 

After having continued some 
time, in this situation, under very 
pungent conviction of her sins, 
and most wracking fears of future 
wretchedness, she suddenly lost 
all the burden of her distress, an¢ 
fear ; and became calm, and easy. 
in her mind. Her greatest anx- 
ety, now, was, that she had a again 
become insensible, and relapsec G 
into her former stupidity. She, 
therefore, besought christians, 
who, as she conceived, might 
have influence at the throne 0! 
grace, that they would pray fot 
her, that she might not, agai, 
be gifen up to hardness of heart. 
Atthe same time she expressed her 
intire abhorrence of sin ; and pro 
fessed a delight in things of a di. 
vine nature. She was abundant 
in confessing her transgressions, 
both towards her fellow creatures, 
and towards her maker.  5)¢ 
expressed great satisfaction in di: 
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yine truth, and in divine institu- 
tions ; more than iu all earthly 
enjoyments ; and greatly lament- 
ed that she had, heretofore, so 
lightly esteemed these richest of 
ali blessings. She Jost all fear of 
death, sometime before she ex- 
perienced it ; conceiving that it 
was far better to go, and be with 
Jesus, than to continue in her 
present abode. The remainder 
of her life, which was about a 
week, after she obtained a con- 
quest over the fear of death, and 
hell, she spent, principally, in re- 
flections upon her past life, in 
prayer, and praises to God, and 
in urgent exhortations, and ex- 
postulations with her brethren, sis- 
ters, and other associates ; that 
they would not imitate her past 
wicked examples; but that while 
they enjoyed a precious season, 
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they would attend seriously to the 
all-important things of eternity.. 
She importunately urged them, 
never to seek happiness in vain 
company, and cinful gratifica- 
tions ; but rather to seek the so- 
ciety, and instructions of good, 
and pious christians ; and instead 
of frequenting places of mirth, 
and frothy pleasure, to attend the 
house, and worship of God. 

And thus, after having finished 
her short race, and her few servi- 
ces in life, in the twenty first year 
of her age, she, apparently clos- 
ed her eyes in Jesus, and slept in 
his embraces. 

** Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord—that they may -rest from 
their labours, and their works do 
follaw ihem.”’ 

J. P. 
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ON DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 
No. I. 


There is no doctrine of Divine 
Revelation so plain, reasonable 
and evident, as not to have been 
misunderstood, perverted and de- 
nied by some who live under the 
light of the gospel and call them- 
selves Christians. The doctrine 
of Divine Providence which, one 
would think, none but an atheist 
could controvert, has met with 
as much opposition in the Chris- 
tian world, as any doctrine of 
the Bible. Those, who profes- 
sedly helieve this doctrine, differ 
materially in their conceptions 
and explanations of it. They 


differ respecting the nalure of 
Divine Providence ; but they dif- 
fer more respecting its extent. It 
is proposed to enquire mto cig 
these, in the following essay ; 
which enquiry, we may pecinia 
ed by the words of Christ record- 
edin Matt. x. 29, 30. Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing ? | 
And one of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. But 
the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered In these words our 
Lord teaches us the nature of i- 
vine Providence. He represents 
it as the agency of God. One of them 
shalinot fall on thegroundt vithout 9 ur 
Father. Though sp:irrows may fall 
to the ground by warious means, 
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yet they never fall without God : 
his hand is concerned in produc- 
ing the fall of a sparrow. Our 
Lord here teaches us also the ex- 
tent of Divine Providence. It 
extends even te sparrows ; which 
are such little inconsiderable crea- 
tures, that two of them used to 
be sold for a farthing ; it extends 
to so trifling an event as the fall 
of one of these little birds to the 
ground. It also extends to the 
very hairs of the head. The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Divine Providence, then, is uni- 
versal. Agreeably to the above 
passage of scripture, we shall ad- 
duce some arguments to prove, 

1. That Divine Providence 
consists in God’s agency. 

2. That Divine Providence is 
universal, 

To prove that Divine Provi- 
dence consists in God’s agency, 
we may observe, | 

1. That Divine Providence 
does not consist in God’s permis- 
sion. It is true, God permits 
things to be as they are,and events 
to come to puss as they do, i. e. 
he does not exert his power to 
prevent them. But this divine 
permission is not Divine Provi- 
dence. Bare permission effects 
nothing. Divine permission 
would never make the sun rise 
and set, the grass and trees grow, 
the bodice of animals move, and 
the wills of men act. Divine 
permission neither causes nor 
modifies any thing or event, e1- 
ther in the natural or moral world. 
As the universe is as dependent 
upon God for its preservation as 
for its creation ; did God merely 
exercise permission towards be- 
Ings, things, and events, the con- 
sequence would be their annihi- 
lation, Bare permission never 
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caused so much as a Sparrow to 
fail, or a hair of the head to 
grow. But, 

2. If Divine Providence does 
not consist in divine permission, 
then it must consist in divine a- 
gency. Itis by the operation of 
his hand, or by the exercise of 
his power, that God causes things 
to exist, creatures to act, and e- 
vents to take place. What are 
called the laws of nature, are 
those fixed and uniform modes 
of operation which God hath seen 
fit to prescribe to himself. What 
have been called divine restraints 
are nothing but the agency of 
God, setting bounds to the mo- 
tions of matter and the actions 
of men. God’s providence and 
his agency are commensurate ; 
they are one and the same thing. 

8. The above definition of 
Divine Providence corresponds 
with the language of scripture. 
The inspired writers represent 
God’s Providence both in the nat- 
ural and moral world, as his 
powerful and efficient agency in 
“‘ preserving and governing his 
creatures and their actions.” His 
providence in the natural world 
is represented by such expressions 
as the following: Thou makest 
darkness, and it is night—He caus- 
eth grass te grow for the cattle, and 
herb for the service of man—He 
watereth the hills from his chambers— 
He sendeth the springs into the val- 
lies, which run among the bhills— 
Who commandeth the sun—Who 
alone spreadeth out the heavens— 
Who doeth great things past finding 
out. God’s Providence in the 
moral world is represented by 
such expressions as these: Ze 
king’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water, he 
turneth it whithersnever he will—A 
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man’s heart deviscth his way ; but 
the Lord directeth his steps—I will 
give them one heart—He turned their 
y to to hate his people, to deal subtly 
with his servants. We now pro- 
ceed to show, 

II. That Divine hisvidence 
is universal. 

1. This is evident from the de- 
pendence of all creatures and 
things upon God for their con- 
tinuance in existence. It re- 
quires the same power to preserve, 
as to create. It requires a con- 
stant exertion of creativé power 
to preserve created beings and 
things in existence. Preserva- 
tion is but creation continued. It 
is not derogatory to the divine 
power, to say that God cannot 
make a creature that shall exist 
independent of his constant agen- 
cy : for this would be to com- 
municate an essential and incom- 
municable attribute of the God- 
head. All creatures and things 
in the universe are, every mo- 
ment, dependent upon God for 
their existence and all their pro- 
perties. Ln him they live—and have 
their being. Should God cease to 
operate, all creatures would drop 
mto nothing. Divine Providence, 
therefore is necessarily as exten- 
sive as the creation. 

2. That Divine Providence is 
universal is evident from the de- 
pendence of all creatures and 
things upon God, for all their 
motions. As they live, so they 
move in God : or, as it might be 
more correctly translated, are 
moved. Material bodies are 
moved by divine agency, accor- 
ding to established laws of ope- 
ration. All animated creatures, 
whether rational or irrational, are 
entirely dependent upon God for 
all the motions of their bodies, 
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and all the movements and affec- 
tions of their minds. All mo- 
tion implies a mover. But no 
body, or mind, at rest, can cause 
itself to move; for this would 
imply that sach body or mind 
might act before it began to act, 
or have one motion before the 
first. God is necessarily the first 
cause of all motion in the uni- 
verse. Were it possible for the 
divine agency to cease, for a mo- 
ment, all motion, in the universe, 
would instantly cease ; the planets 
would stop, the heart would cease 
to beat ; no thought, no volition 
would exist in the minds of crea. 
tures. And hence, as all events, 
both great and small, good and 
evil, are the consequence of some 
motion either of body or mind, 
or of both, it follows, that the 
Divine Providence or Agency is 
universal, 

3. The universality of Divine 
Providence is fully asserted in 
Sacred scripture. A few passa- 
ges only, to this effect, are here 
guoted. Zhe Lord hath made 
all things or himself ; yea, even the 
qi chea' fi r the day of evil: ---S/ all there 
be evit in the city and the Lerd bats 
not done it—Z fori ihe light and cre- 
ate darkness ; I make peace and cre- 
ateevil ; I, the Lord, do all these 
hibiapenill ‘ho worketh all things af- 
ter the counsel of his dwa will —Of 
him, and through him, and to him 
are all things ; to whom be glory 
jorever. 





No. IT. 

Having endeavoured, in the. 
preceding number, to make it ap- 
pear, that Divine Providence con- 
sists in the universal and unre- 
mitting agency of God, we shall 
now consider two or three popus 
lar objections to the doctrine. 


























240 On Divine 
Objection 1. It is said, if Di- 
vine Providence consists in the 
universal agency of God ; if he 
constantly produces ail things, 
causes all motion, and brings to 
pass all events ; it follows, that 
there is but one agent in the uni- 
worse 


Niles: It is granted that 
there is but one First Cause in the 


universe, upon whom all second 
causes constantly depend. But, 
notwithstanding this, there are as 
many agents in the universe, as 
there are voluntary beings. Who- 
ever acts is an agent. And by 
what process of reasoning can it 
be proved, that action is incom- 
patible with dependance ?) Why 
may nota dependant creature act, 
as well as the independent Cre- 
ator ? What inconsistency is there 
in supposing, that a creature 
may act, while, at the same time, 
he is acted upon ? When God, by 
his agency, causes a planet to 
move ; it is the planet that moves, 
and not God. And when God, 
by his agency, causes one of his 
voluntary creatures to do an ac- 
tion; the creature does it and 
not God. While God works in 
his rational creatures to will and 
do, they will and do as really, as 
if they were independent of their 
Creator, Cause and effect are 
two distinet things. ‘The one al- 
ways precedesthe other. Divine 
agency is the cause of creature a- 
gency ; and is, therefore, antece- 
dent to it, and distinct from it. 
Divine Providence, so far from 
excluding, actually produces the 
agency of all voluntary crea- 
tures. ‘T’he agency of God ne- 
cessarily makes all his intelligent 
creatures agents. 

Obj. 2. It is alleged, that to 
represent Divine Providence as 
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the universal agency of God, 
to make it interfere with the ac- 
countability of mankind. It is 
asked, How can men be account- 
able or worthy of praise or biame, 
for those exercises and actions 
which God causes them to put 
forth. 

Ans, This objection is built 
upon the sinectilted, and must 
fall with it. If men are not ma- 
chines, but, in dependance upon 
divine agency, do act, and act 
voluntarily too ; then they may 
be accountable for their actions. 
If it is possible for men to be ac- 
countable, they must be so for 
their voluntary actions. So far 
as accountability is concerned, we 
have nothing to do with divine 
agency. Itis sufficient, that men, 
while acted upon, act, themselves 
voluntarily. They are not ac- 
countable for the divine agency, 
but for their own agency. We 
are all conscious that we act vol- 
untatily ; and, consequently, fee! 
accountable for our conduct : 
while reason and revelation con- 
cur to teach us, that Divine Pro 
idence is universal, and that, ccn- 
sequently, all rational creatures 
act under the efficient and con- 
stant agency of the Supreme Be- 
ing. 

“Obj. 3. It has been said, that 
the view which has been given of 
Divine Providence, is derogato- 
ry to the wisdom and majesty oi 
God. Torepresent Divine — 
idence as universal, is said to at 
tribute trifling and meanness to 
the Deity. What, it is asked, 
shall the great God stoop so low 
as to attend to and constantly 


employ his agency about all the 


little objects and trifling events 0! 
this little world ? 
Ans. This objection originates 






as 











































» ate 








1810.] 


in wrong apprehensions of the 
Deity and his works. It should 
be considered that God is in eve- 
ry place, and that he can as easily 
govern all events as one. Fur- 
ther, it should be considered, that; 
with respect to the Deity, there 


‘is no such thing as small or great. 


All created beings and things are 
before him as the small dust of the 
balance. ‘Those things, which ap- 
pear to us the greatest, are no 
bigger, compared with the in- 
finite God, than those things 
which appear to usthe least. A 
drop of water, compared with 
Deity, is as big as the ocean ; and 
a particle of dust, as big as the 
planet Jupiter: An insect that 
stands upon the point of a chapel 
needle, is no farther removed 
from the power and wisdom of 
the Creator, than the most migh- 
ty and intelligent angel that 
stands before the throne. For, 
between finite and infinite there 
is nO comparison. Besides, it is 
too much for us to Say, that any 
object or any event is trifling and 
unimportant. A mote that flies 
in the air, may be destined to 
enter the lungs and put a period 
to the life of an emperor, and 
thus cause the subversion of an 
empire. The gaggling of a flock 
of geese once saved the city of 
Rome from being sacked. Lit- 
tle things are connected with 
great things : apparently trifling 
events are connected with the 
most momentous. And it is as 
much a part of divine wisdom, 
and equally as becoming the ma- 
jesty and greatness of God, to 
number the hairs of the head as 
to count the stars of heaven, and 
to direct the falling of a sparrow, 
as to direct the conflagration of a 
world, 
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No. III. 
INFERENCES AND REMARKS. 
1. If Divine Providence is 

God’s universal agency, in up- 
holding all things and causing alk 
events, we may here learn what 
foundation there is for the diss 
tinction which is made in the use 
of the term providence, as appli- 
ed to different events. Some 
events are called common providen- 
ces § some events are called extra- 
ordinary providences ; some events 
are called miraculous providences ; 
and some events are called gra- 
cious providences. ‘These different 
appellations given to different 
events, when properly understood, 
do not imply, that Divine Provi- 
dence is of different kinds. Dr- 
vine Providence is, in its nature, 
always the same, let the events 
produced be what they may. It 
is always the divine agency. Di- 
vine Providence is called by dif- 
ferent names, when considered as 
concerned in different events, not 
because these events are produced 
by different causes, but by the 
same cause acting under different 
circumstances. Common Provi- 
dences, Such as the alternate suc- 
cession of day and night, or the 
regular return of the seasons, are 
such events as the divine agency 
produces frequently. £xtraordi- 
nary or remarkable providences, sach 
as the plague of London, the 
bursting of a volcano, or the 
shock of an earthquake, are such 
events as the divine agency pro- 
duces bunt seldom. Miraculous 
rovidences, such as the dividing 
of the Red Sea, the bringing of 
water from a flinty rock, feeding 
a multitude with a few loaves, 
restoring sight to one born blind, 
and raising the dead by a word, 
are such events as the divine 
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agency produces, visibly in sus- 
pension of, or opposition to the 
known and settled laws of nature. 
Gracious providences are those ex- 
ercises of divine agency upon the 
hearts of men, which change, re- 
new and sanctify them. 

From these remarks it is easy 
to see, that neither extraordinary, 
nor gracious providences, can, with 
propriety, be called miraculous. It 
may also be seen that there is no 
ground for what some have called 
spectal providences 3 since there are 
not different kinds or species of 
providence ; but the same Di- 
vine Providence or agency, ope- 
rating upon different things, or 
in different circumstances, pro- 
duces various effects. 

2. If the Divine Providence is 
universal, then we may infer the 
existence of God from every ob- 
ject we see, and from every event 
we observe. The universality of 
Divine Providence implies, that 
ho creature or thing can exist, 
and that no event can take place 
without the agency of God, as 
its primary, efficient cause. And 
if so, every object in nature, and 
every event of time, proves the 
existence of Deity. ‘The exist- 
ence of God may be inferred with 
as much certainty from the ex- 
istence of one particle of matter, 
as from the existence of this globe, 
from the growth of a hair as from 
the growth of an oak, from the 
falling of a sparrow, as from the 
drowning the world by the del- 
uge. Hence, 

3. It appears that to deny the 
universality of Divine Providence 
amounts to a denial of the divine 
existence. To say that God’s 
agency is not universal is the same 
as to say, that some things may 
exist, or some events take place 
without his agency. But, if one 
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thing may exist without the di- 
vine agency, why not another, 
and another ? If one particle of 
dust might come into being, and 
continue to exist, without divine 
agency, so might another, and a 
million, or the whole globe of 
earth. And if one event may come 
to pass without divine agency, 
so may another, and all the 
events of time. ‘To main- 
tain that a haircan grow, or a 
sparrow fall, without divine agen 
cy, is to sap the foundation of all 
our reasonings in proof of.a God 
from his works. 

There are not a few, at this 
day, who hold to Divine Provi- 
dence, but deny its universality. 
Let such beware. ‘Their senti- 
ments border on atheism ; and it 
will be well, if they do not, soon- 
er or later, land them on that 
region of darkness, perplexity and 
despair. 

4. If Divine Providence is 
universal, then it is aS easy to 
account for the taking place of 
one event as of another. Power 
belongeth unto God ; with him 
all things are possible. His 
agency is adequate to the pro- 
duction of any event, either in the 
natural or moral world. Though 
we cannot investigate the mode in 
which the invisible and incom- 
prehensible Divinity operates ; 
yet, we cannot doubt for a mo- 
ment, that his agency is adequate 
to the production of any event, 
that ever has taken place, or that 
it is predicted ever will. He can 
move or stop the wheels of na- 
ture. He can turn the hearts of 
his rational creatures, as easily as 
he turns the rivers of water. 
Herce, the divine agency is an 
adequate cause of any event, and 
and will as easily account for 
one event as another. Some, whe 
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deny the universality of Divine 
Providence, have been puzzled 
and baffled in their endeavours to 
account for the origin of evil, tue 
fall of man, the moral depravity 
of human nature, and the change 
of heart, called regeneration. 
And it is utterly impossible, up- 
on any hypothesis whatever, to 
account for these events, or any 
others, if we set aside the univer- 
sal agency of the Gagar First 
Cause. But, admit this, and all 
| is perfectly easy. Though we 
cannot, in ten thousand instances, 
assign the final causes of event, 
or tell why they are ordered so, 


4 rather than otherwise ; yet we 
a need be at no loss for the primary 
" cause of any event whatever. 

“ 5. If Divine Providence is uni- 
i versal, then itis easy to see, that 
7a God might have foreknown all 
- things frometernity. For, upon 


this supposition, for God to fore- 
, know all things, was only for him 
to foreknow what he _ himself 


ve would do, or what creatures and 
. things he would create, and how 
“si he would move, govern and dis- 
oy f th And, it is ver 
His pose oO t em. nD 5] 1 1S y 
# easy to conceive with the apostle, 
ong that all God’s own works should 
ce have been known unto him from 
Me the beginning. 
ue Im °¢@ 2 
But, upon supposition the di- 
weet’ divine agency is not universal, it 
€$ * J is impossible to conceive how 
mo- 


God should have foreknown those 
things and events which are inde- 
pendent of his agency. ~ Fore- 
knowledge implies that the things 
and events foreknown, were cer- 
tainly future. Contingent or 
uncertain events may be comectur- 
ed, but cannot be Preknown. 
What, then, could render it cer- 
tain, in eternity, that those events 
would take place in time, which 
are supposed to take place by 
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chance, or without any cause, 
or independent of divine agency ? 
Suppose, for instance, a volition 
now arises in the mind of a cer- 
tain man, without any causal in- 
fluerice of the Deity, immediate 
or remote ; how was it certain, a 
minute ago, that such a volition 
would ever arise in his mind? 
God did not make it certain by 
the supposition. ‘The man him- 
self did not make it certain, for 
he did not so much as know he 
should have it. ‘Tosuppose that 
any othercreature made it certain, 
will not relieve any difficulty. 
Will any pretend that contingen- 
cy, chance, or no cause, made 
it certain ? But, if it was uncer- 
tain whether this man would have 
his present volition, how did 
God foreknow it ? Shall we say 
that God’s understanding is in- 
finite, and that he has ways of 
knowing things and events, which 
we, shortsighted mortals, cannot 
investigate ? Very*true. But has 
God any way of knowing that to 
be certain, which is altogether ua- 
certain ? If not, it follows, de- 
monstrably, that God did not 
foreknow any thing, in eternity, 
which takes place in time, inde- 
pendently of his agency. Those, 
therefore, who deny the universal 
agency of God, and yet hold that 
God foreknew all things and 
events in eternity, are inconsistent 
with themselves. 

6. If God’s providence is uni- 
versal, it follows that he might 
have decreed all things from eter- 
nity. Where is the difficulty of 
conceiving that God might have 
determined, from eternity, alt 
that he himself would do in time ? 
Was he not sufficiently sagacious, 
wise and good to do it ? Or, is it 
not common for wise beings to 
lay a plan, or draw up a schem, 
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of operation, before they begin 
to act ? What conceivable harm 
could it do, for God to deter- 
mine from eternity, what he 
would do, how he wonld operate ? 
It could neither injyre himself nor 
his creatures, provided he deter- 
mined to do nothing but what is 
right. It could not injure his 
creatures ; for God’s influence 
upon them and disposal of them, 
is just the same, whether it was 
toredetermined or not, But if 
God might have determined ail 
his own condyct from eternity, then 
he might have determined all 
things from eternity ; for all 
things take place in consequence 


of divine agency ; God’s provi- 


dence is universal. And if God 
is in one mind, from everlasting 
to everlasting, absolutely un- 
changeable, must he not have de- 
erced all his own conduct from the 
beginning ? Or, if God foreknew, 
from before the foundation of 
the world, just what he should 
do in every instance, does it not 
from hence follow, that he had 
purposed what he would do in 
every instance? How does God 
foreknow he shall do any thing, 
unless he is determined to do it ? 
"lhe doctrine of divine decrees, 
the doctrine of divine foreknow]- 
edge, and the doctrine of divine 
providence, are intimately con- 
nected. One of them cannot be 
denied without virtually subvert- 
ing the other ; nor can one of 
them be consistently maintained, 
without an assent to the rest. 

7. Is divine providence uni- 
versal ? Then we ought to ac- 
knowledge God in all our ways. 
The doctrine of divine providence 
isa very practical doctrine. It 
teaches us to see God in every 
object, and to acknowledge his 
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holy and sovereign hand in every 
event. It teaches us to live near 
to God, to walk softly before him, 
and to commit the keeping of our 
bodies and our souls to his hand, 
If we receive favours, let them 
come to us by whatever means, 
we ought to thank God for them ; 
for he is the giver of every good and 
perfect gift. If we experience af- 
flictions, by whatever means they 
come upon us, we should refer 
them to the correcting hand of 
God, and exercise filial submis- 
sion ; for, there is not evil in the 
city, and the Lord hath not done it. 
Such a realizing sense of the 
presence and agency of God is 
our reasonable service. And 
hence we see, that, no sooner is a 
man renewed in the temper of his 
mind, no sooner are the blind- 
ness, unbelief and atheism of his 
heart renewed, than he sees God 
in every thing. Every object 
which he beholds displays the 
power, wisdom and glory of the 
Creator. The whole world ap- 
pears, in his view, to be full of 
God. 

&. Saints have reason to re- 
joice. All things are safe in the 
hand of God. He knows what 
is best, he chooses what is best, 
and he can do what is best. All 
things are ordered and disposed 
of by Infinite Wisdom and Be- 
nevolence, in the best possible 
manner, to advance the divine 
glory and the greatest good of 
the universe. Saints believe, and 
they are contented and happy in 
believing, that, whatever befalls 
themselves or others, however 
they or others may be disposed of 
in time or eternity, God will be 
glorified and the first wish of eve- 
ry benevolent heart completely 
gratified. Surely then, fight i 
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sown for the rightecus, and glad- 
ness for the upright in heart. 

9. Impenitent sinners have 
reason to tremble. They are in 
the hand of God who can do 
with them as the potter doth with 
the clay. While they deny, or 
reason against, or Oppose in any 
way his universal agency, they 
are contending with the Almigh- 
ty. And wo unto him that striv- 
eth with his Maker. They can 
neither counteract the divine 
counsels, nor get out of the di- 
vine hand. ‘They must be in- 
struments of God’s glory, wil- 
lingly or unwillingly ; they must 
be vessels of mercy, or vessels of 
wrath. How hazardous their 
present situation! Unless they 
become reconciled to God, they 
must perish. For who hath ever 
hardened himself against God, and 
prospered, | 

(Miss. Mag. 
— 
HOLY GHOST. 

Holy Ghost, the third person 
in the Trinity. 

I. The Holy Ghost is a real and 
distinct person in the Godhead. 1. 
Personal powers of rational un- 
derstanding and will are ascribed 


‘to him, Ist Cor. ii, 10, 11. Ist 


Cor. xii, 11. Eph. iv, 3.—2. He 
is joined with the other two Di- 
vine persons, as the object of 
worship and fountain of blessings, 
Matt. xxviii, 19. 2d Cor. xiii, 14. 
lst John v, 7.—+3. In the Greek, 
a masculine article or epithet is 
name, Pneuma, 
which is naturally of the neuter 
gender, John xiv, 26. John xv, 
26. John xvi, 13. Eph. 1, 13.— 
4. He appeared under the em- 
blem of a dove, and of cloven 
tongues of fire, Matt. iii. Acts ii. 
-—5. Personal offices of an inter. 


played int, 
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cessor belong to him, Rom. viii, 
26.—6. He is represented as 
performing a multitude of per- 
sonal acts ; as teaching, speaking, 
witnessing, &c. Mark xiii, 11. 
Acts xx, 23. Rom. viii, 15, 16. 
Ist Cor. vi, 19. Acts xv, 28. 
Acts xvi, 6, 7, &c. &c. &c. 

II. Zt ts no less evident that the 
Holy Ghcst is a Divine Person, 
equal in power and glory with the 
Father and Son. 1. Names pro- 
per only to the Most High God 
are ascribed to him ; as Jehovah, 
Acts xxviii, 25. with Is. vi, 9. 
and Heb. ili, 7,9. with Exod. 
xvii, 7. Jer, xxxi, 31, 34. Heb. x, 
15,16. God, Acts v, 3, 4. Lerd, 
2d Cor. iti, 17, 18. “© The Lord, 
the Spirit.”’—-2. Attributes proper 
only to the Most High God are 
ascribed to him ; as Omniscience, 
Ist Cor. 11, 10, 11. Is. x}, 13, 14. 
Omnipresence, Ps. cxxxix, ‘7. 
Eph. it, 17, 18. Rom. viii, 26, 27. 
Omnipotence, Lukei, 35. Eter- 
nity, Heb. ix, 14.—3. Divine 
works are evidently ascribed to 
him, Gen. 1, 2. Job xxvi, 13. Ps. 
xxxiil, 6. Ps. civ, 30.—4. Wor- 
ship, proper only to God, is re- 
quired and ascribed to him, Is. 
vi, 3. Acts xxviii, 25. Rom. ix, 1. 
Rev. i, 4. 2d Cor. xiii, 14. Matt. 
XXviil, 19. 

ITI. The agency or work of the 
Ho!y Ghost ts more particularly dis- 
1. Conviciton ot sin, 
John xvi, 8, 9.—2. Conversion, 
Ist. Cor. xii. Eph. i, 17, 18. Ist 
Cor. ii, 10, 12. John iti, 5, 6.— 
3. Sanctification, 2d Thess. ii, 13. 
Ist Cor. vi, 11. Rom. xv. 16,— 
4. Consolation, John xiv, 16, 26.— 
5. Direction, John xiv; 16, 17. 
Rom. vii, 14.—6. Confirmaticn, 
Rom. viii, 16. Ist John ii, 24, 
Eph. i, 13, 14. 


[ Buck's Theolog. Dic. 
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ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
CRUCIFIED. 

Christ crucified is the library 
which triumphant souls will be 
studying to all eternity. This is 
the true Latreion Pseuches, that 
which cures the soul of all its 
maladies and distempers. Other 
knowledge makes men’s minds 
giddy and flatulent, this settles 
and composes them. Other 
knowledge is apt to swell men 
into high conceits and opinions of 
themselves—this leads to humili- 
ty and sobriety. Other knowl- 
edge leaves men’s Aearts as it 
found them—this alters them, 
and makes them better. So 
transcendant an_ excellency is 
therein the knowledge of Christ 
crucified, above the sublimest 
speculations in the warld.—— 
Suilling fleet, Orig. Sacr. 


CHRIST 








PUNCTUALITY. 

Nothing begets confidence 
sooner than punctuality. In 
business or religion it is the true 
path to honour and respect, while 
it procures a felicity to the mind 
unknown to those who make 
promises only to break them, or 
suffer themselves to be so entan- 
gled in their concerns, as to be 
incapable of being their own 
masters. Whoever wishes to ad- 
vance his own interest, and to se- 
cure the approbation of others, 
must be punctual. 

‘¢ Punctuality,” says Dr. John- 
son, * is a quality which the in- 
terest of mankind requires to be 
diffused through all the ranks of 
life, but which many seem to con- 
sider as a vulgar and ignoble 
virtue, below the ambition of 
greatness, or attention of wit ; 
scarcely requisite amongst men 
oF gaiety and spirit, and sold at 





Knowledge of Christ Crucified—Anecdotes. 
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its highest rate when it is Sacrific- 
ed toa frolic ora jest.” 








POPULARITY. 

I would not, (says Dr. Dodd- 
ridge,) purchase that phantom, 
popularity, which is often owing 
to the very worst part of a man’s 
character or performances, by 





any <« pliances beneath the dig- 
nity « 2 Christian. 
ANECDOTES. 
INEFFICACY OF MORAL PREACH- 
ING. 


The following anecdote is re- 
lated by Sir Richard Hill.— 
‘© When that faithful minister of 
Christ, Mr. Venn, was vicar of 
Huddersfield, in Yorkshire, he 
told me, that a neighboring cler- 
gyman, the Rev. Dr. L » one 
day addressed him nearly in the 
following words: “ Mr. Venn, I 
don’t know how it is, but I should 
really think your doctrines of 
grace and faith were calculated 
to make all your hearers live in 
sin, and yet I must own that there 
is an astonishing reformation 
avrought in your parish ; where- 
as, 1 don’t believe I ever made 
one soul the better, though I have 
been telling them their duty for 
many years.”’ Mr. Venn smiled 
at the doctors ingenuous confes- 
sion, and frankly told him, “ he 
would do well to burn all his old 
sermons, and try what preaching 


Christ would do.’’ 











THE BIBLE THE BEST BOOK. 
A society of gentlemen, most 
of whom had enjoyed a liberal 
education, and were persons of 
polished manners, but had unhap- 
pily imbibed infidel principles, 
used to assemble at each other’s 
houses, for the purpose of ridi- 
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culing the scriptures, and harden- 
ening one another in their unbe- 
lief. At last, they unanimously 
formed a resolution solemnly to 
burn the Bible, and so to be troub- 
led no more with a book which 
was so hostile to their principles, 
and disquieting to their conscien- 
ces. The day fixed upon arrived ; 
a large fire was prepared ; a Bi- 
ble was laid on the table, and a 
flowing bowl ready to drink its 
dirge. For the execution of their 
plan, they fixed upon a young 
gentleman of high birth, bril- 
liant vivacity, and elegance of 
manners. He undertook the 
task, and after a few enlivening 
glasses, amidst the applauses of 
his jovial compeers, he approach- 
ed the table, took up the Bible, 
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and was walking leisurely for- 
ward to put it into the fire ; but, 
happening to give it a look, all at 
once he was seized with tremb- 
ling : paleness overspread his 
countenance, and he seemed con- 
vulséd. He returned to the ta- 

le, and, laying down the Bible, 
said, with a strong asseveration,- 
“We will not burn shat book till 
we get a better.” 

Soon after this, the same gay 
and lively young gentleman died, 
and on his death-bed was led to 
true repentance, deriving unsha- 
ken hopes of forgiveness and of 
future blessedness from that book 
he was once going to burn. He 
found it indeed the best book, not 
only for a living but a dying 
hour. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


—SWINNS— 


FOREIGN. 


etter from Dr. Carey to his correspondent in Philadelsia, giving a very 
Letter from Dr. Carey to ki spondent in Philadeipdia, giving : 
intelligent and succinct account of ‘the progress made by the Missionaries in 
Bengal, so late as November last, both in translaiing the Scriptures, and 


preaching the Gospel. 


Calcutta, Nov. 9, 1809. 
The Lord has been very gra- 


cious to us as it respects his work 
here, so that it is scarcely possi- 
ble to overlook his hand; and I 
do not know of any period since 
the Mission began, which was 
more encouraging than the pres- 
ent. ‘There has been, within the 
last sixteen years, an increase of 
thirty-one ministers of the gospel 
in India (including two at Ran- 
goon) besides those who have 
been removed by death, or who 
are gone to Europe. Of this 


number five are Clergymen of the 
Church of England ; seventeen 
are Baptists, (including three 
Hindoo ministers ;) one is a Pres- 
byterian, seven are Independents, 
and belong to the London Soci- 
ety ; and two, I believe, are Lu- 
therans. N. B. I forget that one 
of our Independent brethren, Mr. 
Carey, is dead, this wili reduce 
the number to thirty-one. Besides 
this number there are four who 
were here before that date ; and 
there are also three Missionaries 
in Ceylon, and one in China, 
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making the whole number thirty- 
nine. Five Churehes have been 
established in Bengal, one of 
which is divided into two branch- 
es, viz. Calcutta and Serampore. 
‘The others are at Jassore, where 
brother C. Carapeit Arctoon, an 
American, called to the ministry 
by the Church at Calcutta, is set- 
tled ; Cuteva, where brother 
Chamberlain is settled, (brother 
C. lately baptized twenty-four 
European Soldiers, belonging to 
one regiment, stationed at Ber. 
hampore, about forty miles from 
Cuteva, and has probably bap- 
tized more before now, as several 
others were enquiring ;) Goamalty, 
where brother Mardon is settled 
with his little Church ; and Din- 
agepore, where brother Fernandez 
resides. ‘The greatest number of 
the members of this last Church 
live at, or near, Sadamahl, about 
twenty miles from Dinagepore, 
where my second son, William, is 
settled. Brother Moore is gone 
to Patna, or rather, to Bonhi- 
pore, near Patna, where there 1s 
a pleasing prospect of his raising 
a congregation of Europeans. 
Brother Robinson is gone to set- 
tle about eighteen miles north of 
uy son William, on the borders 
of Boutan, in which country he 
will attempt the introduction of a 
mission ; and brother John Pe- 
ters, an American, called to the 
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ministry by the church at Calcut. 
ta, is only waiting for a convey- 
ance, to go to Orissa, to begin a 
mission there. Brother Chests, 
and my son Felix, are settled at 
Rangoon, in the Burman Em. 
pire, where they have met with 
as much encouragement as could 
be expected, and indeed much 
more than we did expect. They 
are studying the language, and 
have begun to preach in a brok- 
en manverto the Burmans. At 
Calcutta the Lord has enabled 
us to erect a place of worship, 
which is tolerably well attended, 
and about fifty persons sit down 
there to the Lord’s table. 

This is a rapid sketch of the 
present progress of religion in 
India: small when compared 
with the population of the coun- 
try ; and when compared with 
the abounding Idolatry, almost 
imperceptible. But who hath 
despised the day of small things. 

The gospelis not yet sent to 
Nepal, and there is only one 
Missionary in China; nor is it 
yet sent to any of the islands in 
the Indian or China seas, Ceylon 
excepted. These islands are nu- 
merous, and some of them verv 
large. . 

What has been done in trans. 
lating and finishing the Bible ir 
the Oriental Languages, will bes: 
appear from the table annexed. 


State of Printing ana Translating the Bible, November 9, 1809. 


Translated to 


N. Testa. O. Testament. N. Testament. 


Sungskrit, The whole Ch. vii.* 


Printed to 
QO. Testamen?. 


The whole Kxodus xxx. 


Bengalee, Ditto The whole MDitto Ditto 

Orissa, Ditto Jobto Jer. Ditto Job to Isa, vit. 
Hindoostanee, Ditto Job to Mal, Rom, xii, Not begun 
Mahratta, Ditto Jobto Prov, John’s Gospel Diito 

Seek, Ditte Genesis ist sheet composed Ditto 


* The copy is imperfect here. 
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N. Testa. O. Testament. N. Testament. 


i & i (). | 

Translated to 
Chinese, Ephesians Not begun 
Guzeratee Acts Ditto 
Telinga, The whole Gen, to Job 
Rernata, Ditto Genesis 
Burman, Uncertain. Not begun 
(1) Persian, Ditto Ditto 


(2) Malay, The whole The whole 
(3) Tamu; Ditto Ditto 

(4) Malayala, Acts Not begun 
(5) Cingalese, Uncertain Unceriain 


The whole 
Ditto Ditro 
Not bugun 
The Gospels 


Misszonary Extracts. £49 


Printed to 
O. Testament. 


Mat. xii. Not begun, 
Not begun Ditto 
Ditto Ditto 
Ditto Ditto 
Ditto Ditto 
Matthew Ditto 


Whole Am.1758 


Not begun 
Uncer:ain. 


T have this year been very ill witha fever. For several days my life was 
despaired of, but the Lord had mercy on me, and raised me up again, and f 


am now as weil as before my illness, 


WILLIAM CAREY, 


(1) By Rev, C, Martyn and N, Sabat, (2) Printed by the Dutcli Gov- 
ernment, 1755, (3) By the Missionaries on the Coast. (4) By the Syrian 


bishop, 
the Lord enable us to finish them. 


(5) Uncertain, All the other translations are in our hands. May 


Pan, 


Missionary Extracts illustrating the 
pro ound Ignorance and Superstt- 
tion of the Heathen in India. 


Who thit is a Christian can refuse 
to contribute lyis mite for their instrac- 
tion ? 


‘Jury 6. This weck we have 
killed two venomoussnakes. One 
vas found near the dwelling 
house of Anandcrayer, who, two 
nights ago, felt it at his side when 
he awoke ; but, providentially, 
it made off without hurting 
bim. The natives (who are very 
averse to killing these animals, 
because they are the objects of 
their worship) earnestly entreat- 
ed us to spare their lives, and to 
deliver them over to theif care : 
however, as we could see no good 
end to be obtained by such a 
measure, we dispatched them. 
The natives immediately exclaim- 
ed, with enthusiastic joy, “ they 
are gone to be eternaily happy in 
the presence of Vishnoo !” 
2H 


“ July 10. Sunday. Going 
into town this morning, we saw 
many Brahmins assembled to- 
gether in a garden, performing 
the funeral of a Sanyasee Brah- 
min; that is, one who, for the 
sake of devoting himself entirely 
to religion, either declines the 
state of matrimony altogether, 
or, if married, forsakes his wife 
and family to live a monastic life, 
The souls of these men are 
thought to be perfectly purified ; 
so that, when they make their 
exit from the earthly body, they 
are not clothed with a heavenly 
body, like those who attain to 
purity by other means, but are 
immediately absorbed in the De- 
ity, whose bliss continually im- 
creases by the union of these ho- 
ly souls. On this account their 
bodies must hot be burned, after 
the usual manner of the country, 
but buried. The corpse is broughi 
to the grave, covered with three 
coloured cloths, which are pla- 
ced on the body, as soon as all 
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hopes of life are gone. These 
clothes are taken possession of by 
the chief mourners, and worn by 
them, as sacred relics, until they 
are perfectly tattered and torn. 
Betore the body is committed to 
the grave, the attendants beat on 
the skull of the deceased with a 
cocoa nut, till the skull is brok. 
en, which noise being heard in 
heaven, is considered as highly 
acceptable to God, and to all the 
celestial beings. 

“OQ Lord! arise and shine up- 
un this people! dispel their dark- 
ness, and cause them to see the 
light of the knowledge of thy 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ !”’ 

Cor. Mag. 


Farther effects of Superstition in 
India. 

*« There died lately at Cutwa, 
a Hindoo, who left behind him a 
young widow. Her father was 
a pundit, and esteemed to bea 
a very holy man. The young 
widow said, at the time of her 
husband’s death, that she would 
burn with him. But when the 
time came, and the funeral pile 
was lighted, she revolted, and 
strugeled to get out of the flames. 
The father perceiving this, called 
to the people who stood by with 
bamboos in their hands to Leat bir 
back. With these bamboos they 
stir the fire, beat the extremities 
of the body, cleave the skull, 
&c. They instantly obeyed, and 
literally beat out her brains while 
she was endeavouring to escape !* 

ib. 


* The following fs an extract of a 
letter from Dr. Cavey, ‘ A few 
weeks ago I visited the most iearned 
Hindoo now living, He speaks only 
Sungskrit, is more than eighty years 
itt, is acquainted with the writings 
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Superstition in India— Missions to Africa. 
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SOCIETY FOR MISSIONS TO AF- 
RICA AND THE EAST- 


From an address of Feb, 1. of 
the.society for missions to Afri- 
ca and the East, instituted by 
members of the established 
church in England, it appears 
that they are making commend- 
able exertions to diffuse christian- 
ity among the natives of the 
western coast of Africa, and that 
they have favourable prospects of 
making some remuneration to 
Africa for her wrongs endured 
in consequence of the inhuman 
traffic in human blood, now abol- 
ished. A grammar and several 
catechisms have been published 
in Susoo and English. Two set- 
tlements are formed on the Rio 
Pongas. [Tour Lutheran minis- 
ters, the Rev. Messrs. Renner, 
Butscher, Barneth, and Wen- 
zell, occupy these settlements on 
a mission from the society to the 
Susoos. They receive under 
their care the children of the na- 
tives, of whom they havea con- 
siderable number, several of them 
children of the neighboring 
chiefs. Rev. Mr. Nylander sup- 
plies the place of chaplain to the 
colony of Sierra Leone. 

Fhe society has lately under- 
taken the establishment of a set- 
tlement at the bay of islands in 
the northern part of New Zeal- 
land. Two artisans, one a car- 
penter and ship builder and the 
other a flax dresser and twine 
spinner, have sailed under the 
care of Rev. Mr. Marsden, chap- 
lain of New South Wales. 


and has studied the sentiments of a'l 
their schools of philosephy, common- 
ly called the Durshumas of the Veda. 
This man has given his opinion against 
the burning of wemen.” , 


_ 






































The Society has established a 
missionary seminary in England 
under the direction of the Rev. 
Thomas Scott, rector of Aston 
Sanford, Buckinghamshire. Two 
Lutheran ministers, and one 
Englishman are preparing for 
their future labors under his su- 
perintendance. 

Africa contains 150 millions of 
inhabitants, and Asia 500 mill- 
ions, all with few exceptions hea- 
thens or followers of Mahomet. 


Pan. 
es 


A Letter 
© The British and Foreign Bible 
Society,’ in London, to the Secre- 
taries of “* The New-York Bible 
Society.” 


Futuyam, Jaa. 20, 1810, 
Rev. Sirs, 3 


[am instructed to express to 
you the high degree of satisfac- 
tion with which the committee of 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety received the intelligence 
transmitted through your letter 
of the 16th ult. that a Society 
had been formed in the city of 
New- York, under the designation 
of “* The New-York Bible Soci- 
ety.”——The committee, faithful 
tothe spirit of that encourage- 
ment which they have held out to 
foreign nations, unanimously and 
cordially reselved to assist the 
funds of your infant society, by 
a donation of 7100; and I am 
authorised to desire that you will 
draw upon our treasurer for the 
amount of rhat donation. 

The committee observe, with 
the most lively emotions of joy 
and gratitude, the progress which 
the Holy: Scriptures are making, 
under the auspices of Divine 
Providence, on their way to uni- 
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from the Secretary of 


versal circulation. They consid- 
er those establishments, which 
are successively rising up in the 
United States of America, as pe- 
culiarly favourable to the accom- 
plishment of that object; and 
they desire to concur with their 
American brethren in blessing 
God, who has counted them 
worthy to be engaged in so hon- 
ourable and animating an em- 
ployment. 

Be encouraged, then, to pro- 
ceed in that track upon which 
you have entered ; and cherisha 
hope that God, in whose name 
you are associated, will cause that 
light which you are imparting to 
the eyes of your fellow-creatures, 
to shine into their hearts, and 
thereby render you the happy in- 
struments of making many, very 
many, wise unto salvation. 

With cordial wishes and pray- 
ers for the prosperity of your In- 
stitution, I subscribe myself, on 
my own behalf, and that of my 
colleagues, 

Reverend Sirs, 

Yours, very faithfully, 
JOHN OWEN, Sec’ry. 
The Rev. Drs. Mitier and M’- 

Leop, Secretaries to the New- 

York Bible Society, &c. 

Ch. Maz. 
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DOMESTIC. 


itxtracts from the Sccond Report of 
the Bible Society, established at 

Philadelphia s read before the So- 

cleby at their Annual Meet: 12 

May, 1810. 

Since the last meeting of the 
Society there have been distribut- 
ed 1514 English Bibles; 387 
English New Testaments; 54 
German Bibies; 195 Germea 
New Testaments ; 45 French 
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New Testaments; 1 Welsh Bi- 
ble ; and 1 Gaelic Bible. 

The British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society have also sent us a few 
copies of their Fifth Report ; this, 
like their former reports, we be- 
Jieve has contributed largely 
wherever it has been read to ex- 
cite a zea] to imitate their exten- 
sive and beneficiai labours. We 
have received also another public 
communication from that Socie- 
ty, which will be found in the ap- 
pendix ; from which it appears, 
that from their first institution 
till the 24th of March, 1809, 
they printed 52,454 Bibles, and 
105,975 New Testaments in va- 
rious languages, exclusively of 
those which they printed on the 
continent of Europe ; and have 
distributed them over almost eye- 
ry part of Christendom.. 

When the Society was first or- 
eanized, it was, after mature de- 
liberation, determined not to pre- 
eccupy a field which could he 
better cultivated by other labour- 
ers. They therefore limited 
themselves almost to their own 
state, and by a public address in- 
vited the friends of revealed truth 
to co-operate with them in the 
general object, by the erection 
of similar Societies. It is with 
great pleasure that the M. mager 
now report that a number of Bi- 
hle Societies are already organi. 
zed, and in operation, in diffe- 
rent parts of the country ; and 
that measures are in a prosperous 
train for the erection of others. 
‘Chey have received official infor- 
mation of the institution of 

‘Che Massachusetts Bible Soci- 
ety, 

The Youne Men’s Bible Soci- 
y ot New. York 
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The New-York Bible Society, 

The New. Hampshire Bible So- 
ciety, 

The Connecticut Bible Society. 
They understand also that a Bi- 
ble Society is about to be formed 
at Beaufort in South-Carolina, 
and another in the city of Balti- 
more ; and that some efforts have 
been made towards the forma- 
tion of one in Charleston, S.C. 
With those Societies of whose or- 
ganization they have received of- 
ficial information, the Managers 
are in the habits of correspon- 
dence ; and it may reasonably be 
expected that so many Societies 
operating each in its proper 
sphere, and mutually communi- 
cating and receiving information 
on the means of advancing the 
common object, will be eminent- 
ly useful. 

With respect to the funds of 
the Society, the Managers would 
remark, that they have received 
very considerable augmentation 
from distant benefactors. Inad- 
dition to the sum of 292 dollars 
from the island of St. Croix, the 
Society of Schwenckfeldters in 
the counties of Berks and Mont. 
geomery, in this State, have, on 
two different occasions, trans- 
mitted donations to our funds, a- 
mounting in the whole to 130 
dollars; The Rev. Dr. Keith of 
South-Carolina has transmitted 
donations and life subscriptions to 
the amount of 270 dollars. The 
Rev. Alexander Balmain, of the 
parish of Trederick in Virginia, 
has transmitted 20 dollars. ‘he 
Rev. Joseph Patterson, of Wash- 
ington county in this state, has 
forwarded a donation of $2 dol- 
lars 50 cents. ‘The ingenious 
mode in. which this was collect- 
ej deserves to be mentioned, 


















it may perhaps be thought wor- 
thy or imitation by others. A 
box was fixed up in the church 
with this inscription, O GIVE ME 
4 Brave ; and after three months 
it was opened, and found to con- 
tain the above sum, the joint 
contributions of every descrip- 
tion of persons, even of little 
children. ‘Ten dollars have been 
received from J. L. Murray, S. 

Carolina. Ten dollars from an 
anonymous benefactor at Steu- 
benville, on the Ohio river ; and 
five guineas from a lady in Eng- 
land. But for full information 
concerning the state of the funds, 
reference must be made to the 
'Treasurer’s account, which will 
be found in the Appendix. ‘The 
Managers have for some time 
been seriously impressed with the 
necessity of making some fur- 
ther appeal to the liberality of the 
public in favour of the funds. 
Much might be done by the co- 
operation “of. reli gious denomina- 
tions, and by congregational 
contributions, as well as by the 
efforts of individual benevolence. 
But when their views on this im- 
portant subject are matured, they 
will probably be submitted to the 
public in a separate address. 

The Society were informed at 
their last meeting, that application 
had been made to the Legisla- 
ture of this State, for an act in- 
corporating this society, which, 
owing to the late period of the 
session at which the petition was 
presented, was laid over among 
the unfinished business. The 
Managers now state with satis- 
faction that the Legislature, at its 
late session, took up the subject, 
and have granted a charter to the 
Society, by which its existence is 
recognized in law, and security 
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afforded to the public that such 
donations and bequests as the 
charitably disposed shall devote 
to the dispersion of the Scrip- 
tures among the poor, will be 
applied to their proper object. 

The great advantage which 
would accrue from the possession 
of a set of stereotype plates for 
the Bible, has long engaged the 
attention of the managers. Two 
pages of stereotype, together 
with specimens of their printing, 
were sent for their inspection, 
from the Society in London ; and 
through the same channel they 
have ascertained that the ex- 
pense of a set of stereotype plates 
for the Bible, on such a type as 
would suit the views of the So. 
ciety, will be from 657 to 705 
pounds ‘sterlin When they 
considered that the possession of 
a set of such plates would enable’ 
them to multiply copies of the 
Bible at the lowest expense, and 
thus render their funds more ex- 
tensively useiul ; and still more 
when they reflected that it w ould 
put it in their power to give creat- 
er effect to the operations of oth. 
er Bible Societies, which are 
springing up daily in every part 
of the country, the Managers did 
not hesitate to order the plates to 
be procured and forwarded from 
London as soon as possible. The 
expense is indeed great, when 
compared with the fund at their 
disposal ; but they were willing 
to bites, that the obvious ar d 
high importance of the measure 
could not fail to draw fiom the 
public liberality a sum dathcicke 
to counterbalance the heavy 
draught Le 

A few years since the most Gis- 
tinct feature of the Christiana 
world, was a zeal for missions, 
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which has not yet abated; at 
present a zeal for translating, 
printing, and diffusing the Holy 
Scriptures grows prominent. 
These two happily harmonize ; 
and it is to be hoped, that, by 
the blessing of God upon both, 
they will spread the knowledge 
of the Redeemer and his salva- 
tion over the earth, and introduce 
that happy state of things, when 
knowledge, righteousness, and 
peace, shall pervade the world, 
and meliorate eminently the con- 
dition and the prospects of the 
human faraily. Lbid. 


—-- 


Extracts from the Minutes of the 
General Association of Connect- 
icut, at their Session in Ellingion, 


June 18, 1810. 


The Committee to whom was 
referred the proposal from-the 
General Association of New- 
Hampshire, submitted the fol- 
lowing Report, which was ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas the General Associa- 
tion of New-Hampshire has, by 
its delegates the Rev. Messrs. 
Sohn H. Church and William 
Y. Rowland, proposed a regular 
and permanent connection with 
the General Association of Con- 
necticut : and whereas affection- 
ate and zealous co-operations 
among the ministers of Christ 
appear conducive to the exten- 
sion and prosperity of his gracious 
kingdom : 

Voted, That the preposed con- 
nection meets the cordial appro- 
bation of this GeneralAssociation. 

Voted, also, in order to render 
the said connection complete, that 
the following rules shall form the 
basis of a connection between 
tiem and us. 


General Association of Connecticut. 






















1. The General Association of 
Connecticut, and the General 
Association of New-Hampshire, 
shall annually appoint each two 
delegates to the other. 

2. The Delegates shall be ad. 
mitted, in each Association, to 
the same rights of sitting, debat- 
ing, and voting, with the other 
members respectively. 

8. It shall be understood, that 
the articles of agreement, be- 
tween the two Associations, may, 
at any-time, be vatied by mutua! 
consent. 

Voted, That the Delegates from 
the General Association of 
New-Hampshire be invited to sit 
as members of this body, during 
the remainder of the session. 

The General Association being 
informed that Messrs. Lockwood 
and Backus propose printing 2 
new edition of the Confession of 
Faith, agreed upon at Saybrook, 
A.D. 1708, together with the 
Heads of Agreement, and the 
Articles for the Administration 
of Church Discipline, as adopted 
by the Churches, and approved 
and established by the General 
Assembly at New-Haven, on the 
i4th of October, 1708, Voted, 
That the Rev. Messrs. Elijah 
Waterman, Heman Humphrey, 
and Stephen W. Stebbins, be 2 
Committee to superintend the 
proposed publication, and see to 
the correctness of the same, ac- 
cording to the first edition. 

The following persons were 
appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling 
from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. 
Nathan Perkins, D. D. Wil- 
liam Robinson, Benjamin Trum 
bull, D. D. Matthew Noyes, Jc- 
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seph Strong, D. D. Isaac Lewis, 
D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses 
€. Welch, Samuel J. Mills, Eben. 
ezer Porter, Joseph Vaill, Na- 
than Williams, D. D. and Josiah 
Whitney; D. D. 


The Rev. Samuel Merwin was 


chosen Delegate to the General 
Conventton of Congregational 
and Presbyterian Ministers in the 
State of Vermont, to meet at 
Brookfield, on the first Tuesday 
of September next ; and the Rev. 
Zebulon Ely was chosen substi- 
tute. 

Foted, That the next meeting 
of the General Association be at 
Farmington, at the house of the 
Rev. Noah Porter, on the third 
Tuesday of June, 1811, at 1) 
o’clock, A. M. 

The number of persons receiv- 
ed into the Churches, in connee- 
tion with the General Association 
of Connecticut, during the last 
year, amounts to about 1600. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


Ordained at Derby, over the 
Congregational Society in that 
place, on the 28th of June last, 
the Rev. Luruer Levanp. In- 
troductory prayer by Rev. Dy- 
er Burge, of Colebrook, N. #1. 
sermon by Rev. Caleb Burge, 
from Rom. 15. 29; Ordaining 
prayer by Rev. Salmon King, 
Missionary from Connecticut ; 
Charge by Rev. Leonard Worce- 
ter; Right hand of fellowship 
by Rev. John Fitch ; concluding 
prayer, by Rev. John Waters, 

isionary from the Berkshire 
aad Columbia Missionary Soci- 
ety, 

fnstalled at Greensboro’, on 
Wednesday the Lith ule. as Pas. 
tor of the Church and Minister of 
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the Cengregational Society in 
that place, Rev. Samvuet Kino. 
Rey. John Waters, Missionary, 
made the introductory prayer ; 
Rev. Leonard Worcester preach- 
ed the Sermon ; Rev. John Fitch 
made the consecrating prayer ; 
Rev. James Parker, Missionary, 
gave the charge; Rev. Chester 
Wright, gave the Right hand of 


fellowship ; Rev. Luther Leland. 


made the concluding prayer. 


On January 24th last, Rev. 
Reusen Tayptor, was ordained 
over the church of Christ in 
Bridgewater, Con. 


On Wednesday, the 14th of 
March last, were ordained, Rev. 
NAruan S. & Berman, pastor 
of the third Congregational 
Church and Society in Portland, 
Maine ; Rev. Horatio Wa po, 
pastor of the second Church and 
Society in Preston, Con. and 


Rev. Newron Sxinneér, Col- 


leagué Pastor with the Rev. John 
Smalley, D. D. of the frst 
Church in Berlin, Con. 


On the 30th May last, the 
Rev. Lyman Beecuer was ins 
stalled over the first Church and 
Society in Litchfield, Con. The 
Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D. 
preached the Sermon from Gal. 
i. & 

But though we or an angel from 
Heaven, preach any other gospel un- 
to you, than that which we have 
preached unio you, let him be ae- 
cursed. 


Installed the 13th of Septem- 
ber 1809, the Rev. Davip 
Spear, to the work of the 
gospel ministry, over the church 
and society in Rodman, county 
of Jefferson, and State of New- 
York. 
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A HERMIT’S MEDITATION, 


In lonesome cave, 

Of nose and interruption void, 
His thoughtful solitude 

A Hermit thus enjoy’d : 


His choicest book | 
‘The remnant of a human head 
‘The volume was—whence ne 
This solemn lecture read. 


Whoe’er thou wert, 
Partner of my retirement now, 
My nearest intimate, 

My best companion thou ! 


On thee to muse 
The busy living world Ileft ; 
Of converse all but thine, 
And silent that,—bereft ! 


Wert thou the rich, 
The idol of a gazing crowd ? 
Wert thou the great, 
T'o whom obsequious thousands bow’d? 


Was learning’s store 

E’er treasur'd up within this sheil 2 
Did wisdom e’er within 

This empty holiow dwell £ 


Did youthful charms 
E’er redden on this ghastful face ? 


Did beauty’s bloom these checks, 


This forehead ever grace ? 


If on this brow 


E/er sat the scornful, haughty frown, 


Deceitful pride ! where now 
Is that disdain ?—’tis gone { 


If cheerful mirth 
A gayness o’er this baldness, cast, 
Delusive Aeeting joy ! 
Where is it now ?—’tis past ! 


Poetry— Donations. 
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To deck this sealp 
If tedious long-tiv’d hours it cost, 
Vain fruitless toil! where's now 
That labour seen ?—’tis past ! 


But painful sweat, 
The dear earn’d price of daily bread, 
Was all, perhaps, that thee 
With hungry sorrows fed ! 


Perhaps but tears, 
Surest relief of heart-sick woe, 
Thine only drink, from down 
These sockets us’d to flow ! 


Oppress’d perh2ps 
With mis’ry, and with aged cares 
Down to thegrave thou brough:’ 
A few and hoary hairs ! 


’Tis well, perhaps ! 
No marks, no token can I trace 
Whar on this stage of life 
Thy rank or station was ! 


Nameless, unknown! 
Of all cistinction stript and bare, 
In nakedness conceai’d. 
Oh! who shall thee deciare 
Nameless, unknown ! 
Yet fic companion thou for me. 
Who hear, no human voice, 
Nor human visage sec ! 


From me, from thee, 
The glories of the world are gore ' 
Nor yet have either lost 
What we could call our own ! 


What we are now, 
The great, the wise, the fair, the brave 
Shall all hereafter be,— 
All Hermits in the grave. 
Ch. Obzerv- 








Donation to the Vermont Missionary Soctety. 


From a lady in Shelburne, 


dols. 2, OG 
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Donation to the Tract Society. 


From Samuel Elliott, Esq. Brattleboro’, - 


- dols. 2, 00 















